
 

 

         I t goes without saying that 

this has been and continues to be 
one of the most challenging fiscal 
years for the school business offi-
cial in decades.  I applaud each of 
you for your hard work and lead-
ership in helping your school divi-
sion and community through 
these difficult times.   
 VASBO has been on the leading 
edge in bringing you informative 
and up-to-date conference topics 
at the fall and winter meetings.  

We have received very positive feedback from participants that the conference top-
ics are meeting your needs.  However, we are, as any good business operation does, 
always striving to improve our customer service and outreach to our customer mem-
bers.   
 Along those lines, the VASBO management team has put together a great pro-
gram for the Spring Conference in Williamsburg.   I would like to take this opportu-
nity to highlight several of the keynote speakers.   
 First, on June 1, at the first General Session, Thomas Jefferson and Patrick Henry 
(both in period attire) will participate in a heated debate on education issues.  There 
will be a question-and-answer period following the debate.  This will be both an edu-
cational and entertaining experience for attendees.    
 Second, Senator Edd Houck will be the keynote speaker at the second General 
Session on Tuesday, June 2.  Senator Houck is Chairman of the Senate Education and 
Health Committee and also serves on the Senate Finance Committee and the Budget 
/ƻƴŦŜǊŜƴŎŜ /ƻƳƳƛǘǘŜŜΦ  IŜ ǿƛƭƭ ǇǊƻǾƛŘŜ ŎƻƴŦŜǊŜƴŎŜ ǇŀǊǘƛŎƛǇŀƴǘǎ ǿƛǘƘ ŀƴ ƛƴǎƛŘŜǊΩǎ 
ǾƛŜǿ ƻŦ ǘƘƛǎ ȅŜŀǊΩǎ ǎǘŀǘŜ ōǳŘƎŜǘ ǇǊƻŎŜǎǎΦ  ²Ŝ ŀǊŜ ŀƭƭ ƛƴŘŜōǘŜŘ ǘƻ {ŜƴŀǘƻǊ IƻǳŎƪ ŦƻǊ 
his efforts on behalf of K-12 education in the Commonwealth of Virginia and are in-
deed very fortunate to have him agree to speak to the VASBO members.    
 Third, Mr. Kent Dickey, VDOE Assistant Superintendent for Finance, will be pre-
senting information on the federal economic stimulus funds.  
 ¸ƻǳ ǿƻƴΩǘ ǿŀƴǘ ǘƻ Ƴƛǎǎ ǘƘŜǎŜ ǎǇŜŀƪŜǊǎΦ   
 In closing, this is the last VASBO newsletter before my term as VASBO President 
ends on June 30, 2009.  Please know that it has been a privilege and honor to repre-
sent the association over the past year.  I thank you for allowing me the opportunity 
to serve you. 
 On behalf of the VASBO Board of Directors and the VASBO Management Team, 
we look forward to seeing you at the VASBO Spring Conference in Williamsburg. 
 

Dennis Jarrett 
VASBO President 2008-2009 
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Email John Melleky 

jmelleky@vasbo.org  

If you have a position 

that has been filled, 

please let Mr. Melleky 

know, and he will up-

date the Website. 
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 We are winding up 

the year and the Spring 
Conference should be 
another great event.  
Anita Kapper and Dave 
Baker have been working 
to create a variety of 
seminars and roundta-
bles.  As budgets are in 
flux, VASBO can be the 
resource for your organi-

zation and your staff to obtain information, attend 
educational seminars, and share ideas.  The costs to 
join VASBO and attend the meetings are reasonable.  
Now is the time that networking and attending 
training in Virginia will become even more critical 
for your organization. 
 As we celebrate the end of the year, we have to 
thank Dennis and his Management Team for a great 
2008-09 year.  This Board took the first step to build 
the organization in a new direction and I look for-
ward to work with the next Management Team to 
build upon that foundation.  As you will see, this will 
include a new online system to renew your mem-
berships easily.  There is discussion of building more 
benefits in your membership dues. We are also 
working with our sponsors and vendor members to 
build more opportunities for them to sponsor the 
work of VASBO and also ways to advertise their pro-
duces and services. 
 Join us in Williamsburg to celebrate the end of 
the year and to elect our new Board and start the 
next year off right.   
 
 

John Melleky 
VASBO 
Executive Director 

 
 
 

 

 The 2009 VASBO Spring Conference, held on 

June 1-3, is just a few weeks away.  The conference 
will be held in Williamsburg, Virginia at the Williams-
burg Lodge.  Consider inviting colleagues and co-
workers to this meeting.  There are a variety of top-
ics for facility managers, finance personnel, food ser-
vice, and communications and public relations pro-
fessionals. 
 The Spring Conference includes a variety of excit-
ing activities.  For all the golfers, there is a golf tour-
nament at the world-renown Golden Horseshoe 
course on Monday June 1 in the morning.  The 
Opening Session on Monday afternoon includes a 
debate by two Founding Fathers on Education and a 
reception with our Exhibitors.  Tuesday includes ses-
ǎƛƻƴǎ ŀƭƭ Řŀȅ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜƴ ǘƘŜ ŜǾŜƴƛƴƎ ŀŎǘƛǾƛǘȅ ƻŦ ά! 
bƛƎƘǘ ƛƴ ±ŜƎŀǎέΣ ǊŜƳƛƴƛǎŎŜƴǘ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ Ǌŀǘ ǇŀŎƪ ŜǊŀ ƻŦ 
that town.  Wednesday includes roundtable discus-
sions and our business meeting, including the elec-
tions of the new Board of Directors.  A full agenda is 
included in this newsletter. You can register for the 
conference online at http://www.regonline.com/

Checkin.asp?EventId=721488 

 Our room rates at the Williamsburg Lodge are 
$169 per night.   You can make your reservation by 
calling 800-261-9530 with code VIRE09E.  The dead-
line for hotel reservations is May 1, 2009.  Hotel 
reservations can also be made online through this 
link: https://resweb.passkey.com/go/3e502d6d. 
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